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BHARATI MUKHERJEE
Two Ways to Belong in America
In a short story of Bharati Mukherjee tells the two ways to belong to America. Bharati Mukherjee was born in India. She earned her MFA and Ph.D. in literature and became an author. She has written several novels such as ‘the middleman and other stories,' the tree bride, desirable daughters, Jasmine and Tiger's daughter. She is American and married to someone outside her culture. Two ways to belong to America was first printed by the New York Times. It aimed to address the issue of the immigrants in America. She wanted the government benefits to be taken away from the immigrants in America. 
Bharati says there are two ways to belong to America. First, is to belong legally by being an American citizen or through a green card. The second way is by fitting into society and enjoys a sense of belonging. Bharati's sister shares a different opinion concerning the immigrants. She has enjoyed her 36 years of being a legal immigrant. However, she still upholds the fact that she is Indian and keeps hoping that she will one day go home. This is a clear indication of how different they are with Bharati in their lifestyles.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The author is aware of and prepared for the emotional strain that was awaiting her for marrying outside her culture. She quotes, “by choosing a husband who was not my father's selection, I was opting for fluidity, self-invention, blue jeans, and T-shirts, and renouncing 3,000 years (at least) of caste-observant, "pure culture" marriage in the Mukherjee family.” However, even though she varied greatly with her sister's life after living together and looking alike for how they seemed to do things together and in the same way, they're varied in arguments. For instance, they argued over ethics of retaining foreign citizenship and enjoying permanent economic benefits and protection that comes in working and living in America that is according to the new anti-immigration bill.
In the essay, Mira speaks out her mind about this situation. She says that she feels used, discarded and manipulated and finds it unfair to someone like her who was invited to work and stay in America because of her talent and skills. She has worked for around thirty years and invested all her professional skills and creativity for the improvement of the school and the country at large. She claims that she has obeyed all the rules and even paid all her taxes just like any other citizen. She even bears legal documents to prove that she is a legal migrant, and on top of it, the American government chooses to change the rule. Mira explains that it is only fair for the new rule to apply to the new immigrants who come after the rule has been administered.
Mira feels it's unfair since as a woman, she has no right to demand to be loved. She feels that her sister is lucky to have been married by an American citizen. She explains that her sister did not transform her identity, but all she did was maintain it. People will, therefore, feel the need to change their citizenship status because of the anti-immigration bill. Mira sees the whole situation as a manipulative game. The government puts this rule to make people change their citizenship. In response to this game, she is ready to change her citizenship for the sake of the new rule then later change it back to her original country when she gets back home. She confesses her irrational attachment to India that she lacks with America.

The author understands the pain and the sense of betrayal in her sister's position. She feels like she has been into her shoes. She says, ‘nearly 20 years ago when I was living in my husband's ancestral homeland of Canada, I was always well-employed but never allowed to feel part of the local Quebec or larger Canadian society.' By this, she means that it is one thing to change your citizenship, but it's another to be accepted into the new culture. The racism does not surpass the rights in the green card.
The two sisters differ in ways they interact with the country they choose to live in. Mira chooses to live as an Indian immigrant while her sister chooses to live as an American immigrant. She recognizes that this is the price an immigrant has to pay for living and working in a foreign country. Bharati is ready to put down her roots and accustom herself to the new rules and culture just like she did in Canada. She feels that in America, they all could be similar and be working under the same jobs. However, for the immigrants, it is different. They all come from different countries and therefore hold different dreams even when performing the same jobs as Americans. Also, they hold different dreams and hopes for the future.
In summary, Bharati feels that immigrants can be assimilated into the culture of America but in case this is not their wish; they should not be deported for not conforming. It is clear that many Americans are patriotic and believes that America is the best country amongst all in the world. The notion that there could be someone with a different view intrigues them or offends them. In my opinion, everyone has the right to choose their citizenship, and nobody should manipulate them into transforming their own choice otherwise, most of them would do it for the benefits of it and not for the true love of the new country.
